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Coco (2017) | Our Christian Heritage |BIBLE STUDY 

Facilitator Note: We encourage facilitators to take this Bible study and expound on it throughout the week, 
allowing it to be a springboard for deeper conversation and personal meditation. 

PRESS START 

Coco is centered around Mexican culture and the holiday known as “Dia De Los Muertos," which translates to “Day of 

the Dead." From October 31st to November 2nd, families build altars and gather to feast, pray for, and celebrate loved 

ones who have passed. While it does get easily associated with Halloween, people of the culture see it as a joyous 

time of year. Ask: During the holidays, the traditions we have and the ways we celebrate are likely passed 

down from our parents and other relatives. What holiday family traditions do you look forward to every 

year? 

EQUIP 

At a certain point in the film, we learn what happens to the ancestors when they are forgotten. In many ways, the 

world has forgotten what came before, just like the Israelites did in the Old Testament. Jeremiah tells us how God 

felt about that and puts things into a perspective that sounds all too familiar in our current time.  

Jeremiah 2:31-32 (NIV) 31 “You of this generation, consider the word of the Lord: “Have I been a desert to Israel or a land of great 

darkness? Why do my people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will come to you no more’? 32 Does a young woman forget her jewelry, a bride her 
wedding ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without number. 

As believers, we have given our lives to Christ. We had once forgotten who our Creator is; now, we choose to never 

forget, which is the opposite of what Miguel's family has made an effort to do with their musical background. This is 

all because God did something special for us and gave us Jesus, His one and only Son, so we would never forget. He 

made His Word flesh: 

1 John 1:1-3 (NIV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at 

and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
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proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

This describes what could be referred to as our “Christian Heritage." Much like the way “Day of the Dead” is 

celebrated, we remember our relationship with Christ by proclaiming and testifying to others what the creator of 

our planet has done for us. Ask: How did you come to know Christ? 

LEVEL UP 

Though Jesus may have some choice words for the world, the Gospel is our inheritance because we must share it 

with the world. The song “Remember Me” may have originally been written for Momma Coco, but it was eventually 

heard by everyone. Though the Gospel is for us, it exists for the world to hear. 

John 3:16-17 (NIV) 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Miguel knew being a musician was in his blood. He went to great lengths to bring that forbidden culture back to his 

family and stirred up some trouble. Jesus also went to great lengths and stirred up trouble when He began to gather 

His disciples and perform miracles across the land. Those great lengths also created trouble with the Pharisees. 

They asked him why He ate with tax collectors and sinners -- He responded:  

Luke 5:31-32 (NIV) 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners to repentance.” 

Now, this is not saying we should just go cause trouble and wreak havoc to achieve our goal. However, we should 

question what lengths we are willing to go to share the Gospel and how we can creatively do so with others around 

us. Ask: What are some examples or methods we can use to creatively share the Gospel with others, even if 

they might happen to be friends or family? 

MOD 

Deep into the film, we discover De La Cruz is not all he was made out to be. It turns out his success was fabricated. 

He may have said a lot of great things and inspired many people, but he was actually a false prophet. The book of 
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Ezekiel tells us what is to come for those like De La Cruz, who give false testimony and speak words that do not line 

up with the Word of God: 

Ezekiel 13:9 (NIV) 9 My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying divinations. They will not belong to the 

council of my people or be listed in the records of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Sovereign Lord. 

In those final moments, De La Cruz did not see that many people were watching and listening. They saw firsthand 

he was a fraud. This should be a reminder it doesn't matter where we are or who we are speaking to: There is 

always someone listening and paying attention to our actions. Still, this should not worry us if we are speaking truth 

and words that come from God-given spiritual wisdom, rather than our sinful nature. 

1 Corinthians 2:13 (NIV) This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining 

spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 

“Walking the walk” and “talking the talk” are phrases we have all heard before. Because of our Christian heritage, it's 

vitally important our “talk” lines up with our “walk." Ask: There's no question some days we will find it difficult 

for our walk to line up with our talk, so what could it be that's holding us back? 

PRAY 

Before we pray, any requests are welcome. Pray we can share the Gospel with words of truth and positivity that 

reflect the word of God. Lastly, pray against whatever is holding us back from our “talk” matching up with our 

“walk."  

THE NEXT LEVEL 

There are times when Christianity is an easy target for the world to aim at. This puts us in the line of sight as well, 

and in fact, we will see some persecution and backlash when we try to share the Gospel with others. Jesus tells us 

why in John 15:18-25, when He tells the disciples why the world dislikes them, as well as Himself. During those 

times when we feel defeated or unsure of ourselves, it is a good idea to search through the Bible for some 

encouragement. Romans 12:2 is a verse to keep with you as a constant reminder; Jesus commands us to “be 

transformed" so we will understand His “good, pleasing, and perfect” will. 
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Romans 12:2 (NIV) 12 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

These Bible Studies are completely free for you to print and use. They are funded by the 
gracious donations from people like you. If you are interested in donating, please check out 
WWW.PATREON.COM/GEEKSUNDERGRACE for more information. Your contribution helps us 
to further our mission to disciple Christians through Pop-Culture and to tell the “geek” world 
they deserve Christ just as much as the rest of us. Thank You for your consideration. 
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